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Study Questions Chapter 26-30/Mr. Tyler 
English 10/WRITE ON SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER! 
(Sources: Mrs. Hogg and Ms. Settino, Springfield Township High School, Erdenheim, PA; Pre-AP Literature materials) 
 

Take-Home Questions 

Chapter 26  (Answers should be 2-3 sentences in length) 
1. What does Maya mean when she describes Momma as “too big and too black and very old fashioned”? 
 
2. Why is Maya so anxious about meeting and living with her mother? What suggests that she finally 
overcomes this anxiety? 
 
3. What does Mother teach her children through her lifestyle? How is life with Mother different from life with 
Momma? 

 
Chapter 27  (Answers should be 2-3 sentences in length) 
1. How does World War II present an ironic opportunity for Negroes? Why is it ironic? What does it indicate 
about human nature? 
 
2. How does Maya find contentment against the backdrop of the war? 
 
3. What is the point of the story with which Maya closes this chapter? 
 

Chapter 28  (Answers should be 2-3 sentences in length) 
1. What view of prejudice does Maya provide in the opening paragraph of this chapter? 
 
2. Why does Maya suggest that her time in George Washington High School “might have been time lost”? 
 
3. What made Miss Kirwin so memorable to Maya? 

 
Chapter 29  (Answers should be 2-3 sentences in length) 
1. What does Daddy Clidell represent for Maya? 
 
2. The Black Underground, to which Maya has access through Daddy Clidell’s associations, reinforces what 
motifs for Maya? 
 
3. Explain why Maya so easily accepts the stories of the men with little to no reproach for their illegal and 
unethical actions. 

 
Chapter 30  (Answers should be 2-3 sentences in length) 
1. Structurally, why does this chapter immediately follow the previous one? 
 
2. What does Maya mean when she says of Dolores, “she had all the poses of the Black 
bourgeoisie without the material basis to support the postures”? 
 

3. Why is Maya “another link in a long chain of disappointments” for Dolores? 
 
4. What is the significance of Maya’s trip to Mexico with her father? 
 

 



In-Class Study Questions  (USE SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER) 
Chapter 26 
Vocabulary 

• didoes – pranks, antics 
 

 Why is Marguerite nervous about seeing her mother again? 
 

 How does Momma adjust to living in California? 
 

 How do Bailey and Marguerite come to understand their mother is human after all? 
 

 What is their Mother’s occupation? How does she justify it to the children? 
 

 Why does Vivian shoot her business partner? 
 

 Why do Vivian and her partner retain admiration for each other even after she shoots him? 
 
7.    Who is Daddy Clidell? What does Marguerite say about him? 
 
 
Chapter 27 
Vocabulary 

• desiccated – dried up 

• marauding – roaming about with the intent to pillage and or raid 

• abetted – supported 
 

1. Why do the Japanese Americans disappear from San Francisco? Where do they go? Why? 
 
2. Why is the Black population insensitive to the plight of the Japanese Americans? 
 
3. How does Marguerite feel about living in San Francisco during this time? 
 
4. What are the “Pride” and the “Prejudice” which make up San Francisco? 
 
5. Why does the white matron refuse to sit next to the civilian on the streetcar?  What do we learn about the civilian? 
 
6. What is the mood of this chapter? Why? 
 
Chapter 28 
Vocabulary 

• pompadour – a hair style in which the hair is combed into a high mound on the top 

• arabesque – a posture or stance in ballet 
 

1. Describe Marguerite’s experiences in California public school and California Labor School. 
 
2. Why does Miss Kirwin love teaching? 

 
3. Describe the qualities that make her a good teacher. 
 
4. What classes does Marguerite take at night? Why do you suppose she chooses them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 29 
Vocabulary 
· recriminations – accusations 
· colloquial – informal conversation 
 

1. Why is Marguerite “prepared to accept Daddy Clidell as one more faceless name added to Mother’s roster of 
conquests?” 

 
2. Despite not having an education, why does Mr. Clidell believe he is “living better 
      now”?  
 
3.   Why does Marguerite find the tales of Mr. Clidell’s friends’ amusing? 
 
4.   Why do the Black people admire someone who lives in a shack, but owns a Cadillac? 
 
5.   How are crimes viewed in the minds of Marguerite’s associates? 
 
Chapter 30 
Vocabulary 
· rife – abundant, common 
· affectation – not being one’s self 
· circumspectly – with caution 

· cacophony – harsh or loud sound 
 

1. Why does Marguerite travel to Southern California? 
 
2. Why do Marguerite and Dolores dislike one another? 
 
3. What is Daddy Bailey’s reason for traveling to Mexico? 
 
4. Briefly describe how Marguerite’s father acts in the Mexican cantina, and how this is different from his normal 

behavior. 
 
5. Do you think Marguerite truly believes her father is capable of selling her and leaving her in Mexico? 
 
6. Why does Marguerite find driving down the mountain exhilarating? 

 
7. How does Bailey settle the situation after the accident? 
 
8. Why is Marguerite irritated at her father on the ride home after the accident? 


